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to all rational calculation that the United
States will ever be conquered by any one
nation speaking a different language from
that of the country. Removed from the
danger of corruption by conquest, our lan-
guage can change only with the slow opera-
tion of the causes before mentioned, and
the progress of arts and sciences, unless the
folly of imitating our parent country should
continue to govern us and lead us into end-
less innovation. This folly, however, will
lose its influence gradually, as our particular
habits of respect for that country shall wear
away, and our amor patrice acquire strength,
and inspire us with a suitable respect for
our own national character. We have, there-
fore, the fairest opportunity of establishing
a national language, and of giving it uni-
formity and perspicuity in North America,
that ever presented itself to mankind."

His standard of pronunciation is thus de-
fined : " The rules of the language itself,
and the general practice of the nation, con-
stitute propriety in speaking. If we exam-
ine the structure of any language we shall
find a certain principle of analogy running
through the whole. We shall find in Eng-